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among ethnologists. One result of the author's investiga-,
tions is to prove that two different races may exist side by
side in the same country for considerable periods without
modifying very materially their respective cultures. The
pastoral conquerors are devoted to the care of their herds,
on which all their interest is concentrated ; they set no
value on land, except so far as it serves to pasture their
cattle, and they despise the agricultural people and treat
them as serfs. But these conquered aborigines are not
slaves, for they are free to move about the country at will,
to cultivate new land, and to serve new masters. Of this
freedom, however, they make little use ; generally they are
attached to certain districts, which they seldom care to leave.
The pastoral people, the Bahuma, are divided into
totemic clans with the usual rule of exogamy, which forbids
a man to marry a woman of the same clan as himself. But
among these Bahuma the rule is subject to large exceptions,
for the three principal clans are subdivided into many sec-
tions, each with its own secondary totem, and a man of any
one of these three great clans may marry a woman of his
own clan, provided that she belongs to a different section and
has a different secondary totem.
The government of the country is monarchical, and the
King's power in the old days was absolute. Yet no King
ever allowed himself to grow old ; he had to put an end
to his life by poison before his powers, whether physical or
mental, began to deteriorate. Even the appearance of old
age must be avoided ; to prevent his hair from growing grey
a magical mixture was smeared on his head in the darkest
hour of the night before the new moon appeared. At his
death the King's soul was believed to pass into a lion. The
King's mother always held an important position in the
kingdom ; but when she fell seriously ill she also, like the
King, had to drink poison and die. At her death she was
thought to be transformed into a leopard. The early Kings
of the dynasty were deified ; they had no temples, but there
were certain men and women who claimed to be their
mediums, and thereby professed to heal sickness and to help
the people. In the King's kraal there was a place devoted
to the shrines of past rulers, and there offerings were made